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The Guardian 

Upcoming Events 

John Paul the Great Academy is a small, Catholic, college preparatory school 
that preserves and promotes the sacred traditions of the Roman Catholic Church 

Omnia in Excellentia 
 

From the Headmaster 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  John Paul the Great 
Academy has indeed been richly blessed in the past month, as we have 
over the past eight years.   

What an extraordinary time it is for our school.  Just a few weeks ago, 
our Veritas Lecture & Gala event brought people from across the 
diocese together to reflect on our school’s mission in the context of 
the New Evangelization.  What a grace to have Dr. Scott Hahn here 
to support our school and to encourage each of us to step up and 
become vocal advocates for our Catholic Faith. 

With each passing day, JPG becomes less of a “best kept secret” and 
more of an anchor for faith formation and evangelization in Acadiana.   

• In a few days, we will graduate nineteen students, our largest 
class ever.    

• Just four years ago, we had combined classes in several grades.   
• Three years ago, we had one section of each grade.   
• Last year we had one split grade (two sections).   
• This year we have two split grades (and 228 students).   
• Next year we will have five split grades (with 266 

students enrolled as of today), and the following year 
we project at least eight split grades.   

• And in just this past week, we toured eight new 
families interested in our school. 
 

Indeed, our challenge moving forward is to prayerfully and 
deliberately take steps to provide the buildings and resources 
needed by our growing enrollment.   

During this wonderful month of Mary, we ask for the grace to 
be open to God’s will, to be docile to the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit, and to be faithful to the mission which we have 
been given in serving children, families, and the Church in 
Acadiana.   

Holy Mary, mother of God,  

Ora Pro Nobis! 

“Pilgrims not Tourists” at St. Peters 

        May 1   First Friday Devotion 
        May 2   Garage Sale 
     May 4-8  Capstone Presentations 
        May 8   Last Day for Seniors 
        May 9   Crawfish Boil 
      May 11   Noon Dismissal 
                     Piano Recital 
      May 14   Baccalaureate Ceremony 
                     Upper School Awards 
      May 16   Graduation 
      May 22   Lower School Awards 
      May 23   Football Scrimmage 
May 27-29    Noon Dismissal / Exams 
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SPIRITUAL FORMATION 
 
1. Junior Pilgrimage to Rome – Seven JPG juniors 

spent their Easter Break on pilgrimage to Rome, 
Assisi, and Vatican City with Ms. Byers and Mr. 
Cortese. A few of the highlights of this year's trip 
were attending Easter Mass with Pope Francis, 
climbing the Holy Stairs on Good Friday, touring the 
catacombs, praying at the tombs of countless saints 
(including Pope St. John Paul II), eating multiple 
servings of gelato each day, and watching the sunset 
from a medieval castle overlooking the city of Assisi. 
It was truly a blessing to spend the holy days of the 
Triduum and Easter Octave in the heart of the 
Church! 

 

ACADEMICS 
 
2. ERB Testing – Students in grades 2-8 will be taking 

ERB tests during May.  More details will be 
forthcoming to families regarding specific information 
to help students prepare.  In the meantime, any 
questions can be directed to Mrs. Mahan at 
DMahan@JPGAcademy.org. 
 

3. Speech & Debate – Please pray for our Guardian 
Speech & Debate students as they travel to the 
Catholic National Forensic League Grand National 
Tournament.  The competition will take place in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida over Memorial Day 
weekend.  Our seven national qualifiers are: Anthony 
Barras, Noah Delatte, Logan Habetz, Luke Kirk, 
Jacob McDaniel, Jack Moore and Madison Price.  Any 
donations to help these students cover expenses for 
travel and lodging can be sent to Mrs. Tiffany, with a 
note to have funds assist the Speech & Debate 
program. Thank you for your support! 
 

4. Senior Capstones – All family members and other 
friends of the school are invited to watch Senior 
Capstone presentations, beginning on Monday, May 
4.  Presentations will take place all week long, with 3-4 
presentations each day, beginning at 8:05AM.  The 
capstone list of topics was sent out with the weekly 
reminders for the week of May 4. 

 

2

 
5. Art Class – Please join us for An Evening of 

Beauty as the JPG art students share their 
creativity! The art show will feature students’ work 
from first grade through sixth grade and the high 
school art class.  
Join us onTuesday, May 19, 7:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
in the library. Come to relax, come to learn, come 
to be inspired!  
Students will be able to leave with their 
portfolios.  Please contact Mrs. Marcantel if you 
would like to help cmarcantel@jpgacademy.org 

 

 
CAMPUS LIFE 
 
6. Family Service Hours -- If you haven't done so 

already, please log in your family service hours in 
your Renweb account. All families are expected to 
serve a minimum of 20 hours per family. If you are 
in need of extra hours, please contact Paula Daniel 
at 781-9654, to help out with the upcoming 
crawfish boil. Service hours are due before the end 
of the school year. 
 

7. Join us for a Ground Pati Night....anytime all 
day on: Monday, May 11, 2015. Seniors will 
celebrate their new beginnings! JPG will benefit by 
receiving 15% of proceeds when you let them 
know you are with JPG. Event is sponsored by the 
2015 Senior Glass. Thanks for your support and 
ENJOY!  
 

8. Library Needs – Students with overdue library 
books have received a notice asking them to return 
books or pay to replace lost books before the end 
of the school year. Please be attentive to these 
notices. Also, Ms. Byers is looking for parents who 
are interested in volunteering in the library during 
the summer months. This is a great way to log 
service hours! E-mail ebyers@jpgacademy.org for 
more info or to sign up. 

 
9. Happy Birthday Rome! – On Tuesday, April 21, 

JPG students in the Ancient World and Latin 
classes joined Classics enthusiasts around the 
world in celebrating the 2,768th anniversary of the 
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founding of the city of Rome in 753 B.C. (as 
reckoned by the Romans themselves in antiquity and 
supported by recent archaeological finds). 
Throughout the morning, each of these students 
added a well-known monument or building to a 
scale model of the ancient city on the lawn in front 
of the main building. Students in all grades were able 
to visit the model and view the chronological 
development of the city from the modest hut of 
Romulus, Rome's mythic founder, to the impressive 
imperial bath complex of Caracalla. We are already 
looking forward to a bigger and better celebration 
next year. Felicem diem natalem, Roma! 
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